THE MYTH OF THE PHOENIX
In Greek mythology, a phoenix is a long-lived bird that cyclically regenerates or is otherwise born again. Associated with
the Sun, a phoenix obtains new life by.

The first European inhabitants decided to name their city in concurrence with the idea that from the ruins of
one city, another was created. It consumes itself in fire every few hundred years, only to rise anew from the
ashes. It is said that when Eve gave into the temptations of the serpent and tempted Adam with the fruit, she
also offered the fruit to the other animals in the garden. William Shakespeare made one of the most prominent
references in both his plays The Tempest, incorporating a number of other mythical creatures but placing the
phoenix separate and above the rest, and in Timon of Athens, when a senator metaphorically calls Timon "a
naked gull, which flashes now a phoenix. Pavement mosaic marble and limestone , 2nd half of the 3rd century
AD. After death it rises gloriously from the ashes and flies away. According to ancient beliefs, the Phoenix
symbolized many things through its different names. The phoenix's resurrection from death as new and pure
can be viewed as a metaphor for Christ's resurrection, central to Christian belief. The legendary phoenix is a
large, grand bird, much like an eagle or peacock. However, because of some confusion that surrounds the
Egyptian texts, the origin of the story of the Phoenix is normally credited to Greek mythology. However, the
Egyptian sources regarding the bennu are often problematic and open to a variety of interpretations. From
these fires, the new Phoenix emerges and then flies back to the land of Paradise. In Greek mythology, there is
also an association with the color purple â€” possibly because of their city, Phoenicia. Other details â€”
Arabia, the maggot in the nest and so on â€” will appear in other variations of the phoenix fable. Metaphorical
Storytelling The most common source that is credited for the inspiration of the Phoenix is simply metaphorical
storytelling that was used to describe the spirituality of ancient cultures. Such is the story they tell of the
doings of this bird. Some sources claim that the eyes of the Phoenix are a brilliant shade of yellow, while
others claim that they are like two shining sapphires. When it finished building its nest, it sets itself on fire
similar to the first version allowing the next Phoenix to come forward. It would then sing one of the most
beautiful and haunting melodies known to man â€” so perfect that even the sun god had to pause and listen to
the sweet notes. Lastly, the Phoenix is known to have a different diet than the birds of this world. According to
tradition, once Eve ate the apple the forbidden fruit offered by the serpent, she tempted the other creatures in
the garden to do so. It had a very long life that varied â€” depending on the version â€” from to 12, years.
Alternate Variations of the Story While the above tale is the most common version of the rebirth of the
Phoenix, there are alternative versions that are also passed down. The phoenix was compared to undying
Rome, and it appears on the coinage of the late Roman Empire as a symbol of the Eternal City. A variant of
the story made the dying phoenix fly to Heliopolis and immolate itself in the altar fire, from which the young
phoenix then rose. Megafauna There are also those who speculate that the story of the Phoenix was perhaps
inspired by a species of megafauna that is no longer living. Jane Seymour 's heraldic badge includes a phoenix
rising from a castle, between two red and white Tudor roses. Sylvia Plath also alludes to the phoenix in the
end of her famous poem Lady Lazarus. Even thus by the great sages 'tis confessed The phoenix dies, and then
is born again, When it approaches its five-hundredth year; On herb or grain it feeds not in its life, But only on
tears of incense and amomum ,. The Phoenix, like all other creatures who live in Paradise, was known to live a
good life. However, this explosion is not the end of life, as it makes way for a new world to be created. The
tears of the bird are also thought to have regenerative abilities that can be harnessed by humans. In three days,
the Phoenix will rise from the ashes â€” born again. Additional Facts There are also several variations in the
myth of the Phoenix concerning the age at which the creature is reborn. The Rebirth of the Phoenix First, the
Phoenix flew west into the mortal world. Or it can refer to the date palm. He describes it as a bird that appears
every five hundred years when the old Phoenix dies. When it is time for this, the bird will gather cinnamon
and myrrh to construct its funeral pyre, though it is unknown if it consumes either of these materials before its
death.

